
PRESS RELEASE: For immediate release 

Devon Air Ambulance CEO wins prestigious industry award.  

 

Devon Air Ambulance’s Chief Executive, Heléna Holt, scooped a Special 

Recognition Award at last week's Air Ambulances UK Awards of Excellence. 

The 2024 Awards of Excellence, sponsored by Kwik Fit, were hosted by Air 

Ambulances UK’s ambassador Charlotte Hawkins at the Coventry Building Society 

Arena on Thursday (28 November). This annual event celebrates the remarkable 

achievements and dedication of those who bring their specialist lifesaving skills to the 

air ambulance sector across the UK.  

Heléna Holt was awarded the prestigious Special Recognition Award for the impact she 

has made on Devon Air Ambulance during her 17 years at the helm.  

Read by Charlotte Hawkins at the culmination of the awards ceremony, Heléna’s 

nomination stated: ‘As CEO for 17 years, Heléna has been a transformative force in the 

sector, leading Devon Air Ambulance through remarkable growth. The charity became 

the UK’s first fully independent air ambulance and completed an impressive 2,226 

missions last year alone. Heléna’s visionary approach has not only improved patient 

outcomes but also driven a digital transformation, ensuring the charity is future-proofed 

for technological advancements and strategic success. 

‘Under her leadership, the charity has changed beyond recognition. The impact of this 

transformation, and Heléna’s legacy, can be felt across Devon – by every patient, every 

family, and every community served.’ 

Her achievements include the introduction of doctors on board and enhancing the 

clinical skills and knowledge of the team’s specialist and advanced paramedics.  

Heléna said, ‘It has been such a privilege to work with the fantastic and talented Devon 

Air Ambulance Team, both staff and volunteers, for the last 17 years.  Every day they 

achieve amazing things, from frontline staff saving lives to all the hundreds of staff and 

volunteers who make it possible. I was honoured to receive this award and accept on 

behalf of us all’. 

Simmy Akhtar, CEO of Air Ambulances UK, said, ‘Congratulations to our 2024 Awards 

of Excellence winners. Our judging panel was once again met with the challenging task 

of selecting this year’s winners. Thank you to all in our air ambulance community for 

your dedication to the lifesaving work of air ambulance charities across the UK.’ 

 

- ENDS -  



Notes to editor - 

To arrange an interview with Helena, please contact PR & Comms Officer Jessica on 

j.behenna@daat.org 

Related news: https://www.daat.org/news/articles/2024/11/daa-prepares-for-a-new-leader-at-the-helm/ 

About Air Ambulances UK 

Air Ambulances UK is the official national charity that champions, supports and represents the lifesaving 

work, of air ambulance charities, enabling them to save the lives of even more people who suddenly 

experience a life-threatening injury or medical emergency every day across the UK. 

To find out more about Air Ambulances UK or to read their article online please click here.  

If you would like to receive further information about the award winners please get in touch: 

E glen.picknell@airambulancesuk.org  T 07747582874 
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